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Monday, December 9, 1985

Vol. 10

No. 19

Grand Valley State College

Polish and Yugoslavian Professors on Campus
Five professors, two from
Yugoslavia and three from
Poland, were on campus this
semester as part of Grand
Valley's faculty exchange
program. Yugoslavians Goiko
Babic and Ismet Dizdarevic,
faculty members at the University of Sarajevo, had both
visited the United States in
1980 as part of an International Symposium held at Grand
Valley. Babic's area of
expertise is adult education,
curriculum development, and
research and methodology in
self management. Dizdarevic
studies and teaches creativity, gifted and talented education, and psychological
research on social problems.
They both came to Grand Valley
to do research in their
fields.
It was the first U.S. visit
for three Polish professors,
Jacek Purchla, Tadeusz
Kudlacz, and Leszek Koziol.
All three teach at the Academy
of Economics in Cracow,
Poland. Purchla teaches
economic and urban history and
said he made important professional contacts with ·American
historians while he was here.
He is preparing a book on the
social and economic development of Cracow at the turn of
the century and is making
comparative studies of various
cities in his research.
Purchla left GVSC at the end
of November to visit other
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U.S. colleges and universities
and to present a research
paper at Princeton.
Kudlacz, a specialist in
regional planning, came to
this country to study theories
of and new directions in U.S.
regional policy for a research
work on ·The Development of
Socioeconomic Microregions."
Koziol teaches labor economics and lectures on employment
policies and the humanization
of labor at the Academy of

Economics. He came to this
country to do research on the
subject "Economic and Social
Stipulations of the Growth of
the Efficiency of Work Time."
All five professors accomplished the work they had come
to GVSC to do and were looking
forward to their return home.
The Yugoslavians left Grand
Valley in late November and
the Poles returned home last
week.

Bennett Calls for System
To Assess Higher Education
Higher education will be
strengthened when a method of
student assessment that "sheds
light" on an institution's
performance is devised, Secretary of Education William J.
Bennett said recently.
Bennett, who spoke during
the American Council on Education's 68th annual meeting,
said criticism of the higher
education system can be met if
colleges and universities do a
better job of stating their
goals, gauging their success
in meeting those goals, and
making the results widely
known.
Higher education's fundamental problem, according to
Bennett, is its uncertainty of
what students should learn,
how best to teach it to them,
and how to be sure when they
have learned it. He warned
that if institutions don't
assess their own performance,
others--either states or commercial organizations--will.
Assessment measures that
institutions could use range
from standardized tests to
reviews of students' extracurricular activity to surveys
of students' time, Bennett
said. "No matter what the
form, judgments must be made
so that institutions can
assure the public and themselves that they are doing
what they say they are doing,•
he said. "It is only fair,
given the cost of a college
education, that there exist
some sort of consumer
protection.•

Bennett noted that it would
not be appropriate or desirable for the federal government to assume the primary
role in assessing colleges and
universities. Initiatives led
by the institutions themselves
would be more effective, he
said."
The Education Department,
however, would assist the
higher education community
in its assessment efforts,
Bennett said.
Excerpted from Higher
Education and National
Affairs: Volume 34, Number 21.

Faculty Sketches
Carl Arendsen, associate
professor of mathematics and
computer science, conducted
a session on the use of the
integrated microcomputer
package •AppleWorks" at a
recent state meeting of the
Michigan Council of Teachers
of Mathematics.
Julianne Vandenwyngaard,
associate professor of music,
has released her first recording. The cassette tape,
available in local record
stores and the Grand Valley
bookstore, features compositions by Ginastera, Debussy,
Berg, and Tchaikovsky.

Reminder: Holiday Party
The annual Christmas party
for faculty and staff will be
held from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. in
Kirkhof Center on Thursday,
December 12.
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Calendar of Events
Monday, December 2, through Wednesday, December 18
10 a.m : -5 p.m.:
Gallery.

Graduating B.F.A. exhibit.

Calder Art

Tuesday, December 10
7 p.m.: Women's basketball. GVSC at University of Michigan at
Dearborn.
10 p.m.: Movie.
•Heaven Help Us.• Free. Manitou.
Wednesday, December 11
7 p.m.:
Wrestling. GVSC at Ferris.
10 p.m.: Movie. "Heaven Help Us.• Free. Manitou.

Thursday, December 12
3:30-5:30 p.m.: Faculty-Staff Holiday Party, at Kirkhof
Center. Campus offices will be closed.
6 p.m.: Football Banquet. Amway Grand Plaza Hotel.
9 p.m.: Nite Club Series. •star Search," talent contest.
\Kirkhof Center.
Friday, December 13
Classes end.
Saturday, December 14
10 a.m.: Wrestling. GVSC at Muskegon Open, Muskegon Community
College.
1 p.m.: Swim meet, men and women. GVSC at Ferris
Invitational.
1 p.m.: Women's basketball. Indiana-Purdue-Ft. Wayne at GVSC.
3 p.m.: Men's basketball. GVSC at Hope.
Sunday, December 15
10:30 a.m.: Dialogue worship. Kistler Pit.
3 p.m.: Men's basketball. GVSC at Central Michigan
University., Mt. Pleasant.
6:30 p.m.: Catholic mass. 123 Manitou Ball.
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